36th CONVENTION NEWSLETTER

This newsletter provides an update and information on recent developments in the Convention.

Below you will find: 

1. The Mandate for the working group "Social Europe", starting its work the 2nd of December 2002. 

2. An outline of issues in the constitution skeleton on which the European-Parliament already has an opinion/report. 

3. Summary of German/French common contribution to the Convention on Common Security Policy, that will be revealed shortly.

4. Summary of the EPP's version of 'flesh to the Giscard Skeleton'.

5. Attached is also an easy reader of introduction to the most important document in relation to the convention, witch can be used for any one who one a basic knowledge of the Convention work.   

Working group on Social Europe

The members of the working group on Social Europe will be announced at the next plenary session Friday the 6th December. The working group has been given a broad mandate to look at whether and how social issues should be part of the goals and values of the EU. As well as how much competence the EU should have in this field.

The last European Parliament delegation meeting the 19th November was very short due to the many meetings with the visitors of applicant countries politicians. However the EP-delegation secretariat has produced a document indicating the issues in the Giscard draft constitution where the EU-parliament has an opinion. The document is attached.

Joint Franco-German Proposal for the European Convention in the field of the European Security and Defence Policy, Prague, November 21st. 

In a common contribution to the Convention, the Foreign Ministers of Germany and France, Fischer and Villepin, presented their ideas of a future "European Security and Defence Union".  Underlining the need to face global threats, Villepin and Fischer, propose to introduce a new part into the Treaty on "common solidarity and security" and to annex a declaration of the same name. This declaration should provide the transformation of the ESDP into a "European Security and Defence Union". Stating clearly that flexibility is needed within the ESDP, Germany and France advocate the development of military capacities based on a better allocation of resources and an improvement of the equipment effort. Finally, in order to provide the Union with the necessary means, Fischer and Villepin plead for the development of a European policy on armament, comprising the harmonisation of operational needs, the support and co-ordination of research and defence technology; the strengthening of the industrial basis, the improvement of European defence technology and the setting up of a European market of armaments. 

http://www.info-france-usa.org/news/statmnts/2002/frengerm112102.asp

The EPP Flesh to the Constitution skeleton

Please find enclosed a thorough 4 page summary of the about 100 page long document from the European Peoples Party (Conservative, Christian Democrats party in the European Parliament). Among other things the draft suggests the European Parliament to consist of national parliamentarians (art. 72). A hierarchy among the Commissioners (art, 79), that should total more than 25 and a Commissioner for Foreign Relations. It is also suggested to keep the rotating presidency of the Council

Draft Constitution submitted by P. Hain, UK government representative, draw up by Cambridge University (Prof. Alan Dashwood)

The constitutional proposal suggests a "constitutional order of sovereign states", however, it also proposes a single legal personality for the Union. It advocates for four main principles; the principle of conferred power, the principle of subsidiarity, the principle of proportionality and the principle of loyal cooperation. 

Resume and links to essentials documents in relation to the Constitution debate.

Please feel free to use this document as an introduction to the Convention when you are asked to give information on the Convention. You are also welcome to suggest other documents by writing to democracy-forum@europarl.eu.int

