27TH NEWSLETTER 

New Wave of Convention Workgroups

Report on new working groups to be decided upon at the upcoming Convention plenary session 12-13th of September

Introduction

The presidium will establish 4 additional Convention Working Groups on: External Action, Defence, Simplification of legislative procedures and Instruments and Security and Justice. 

New Working groups

The Convention participants will have to express their interest in participating in the new working groups no later than the 3rd of September to the Convention secretariat. The mandates for the new working groups will be officially established on the next Convention plenary session 12-13 September.

According to the Convention Secretariat paper Conv 206/02, the 4 new Working Groups, added to the existing 6 working groups, will be giving mandates includes following:

External Action, WG7: 

How should the consistency of the Union's activities be ensured, coordinating all the instruments available to it (including development aid, humanitarian action, financial assistance, trade policy, etc.)? What can be done to ensure that the decision-making process allows the Union to act rapidly and effectively on the international stage? What easing of the rule of unanimity might be considered?
Defence, WG8:

Should provision be made for extending enhanced cooperation to defence matters? What methods should be used to ensure greater efficiency and economies of scale in arms procurement, research and development?  Should the creation of a European Arms Agency be envisaged?
Simplification of legislative procedures and Instruments WG9: 

How can the number of legislative procedures laid down by the Treaty be reduced?  Could some procedures be simplified? How could the number of legal instruments referred to in the Treaties be reduced?  Could they be given names which indicate their effect more clearly?
Security and Justice WG9: 

What could be done, for example, to identify more clearly those criminal law issues which require action at  Union level?  How could judicial cooperation in criminal matters be stepped up? What adjustments could be made to the wording of the Treaty provisions defining Community competence, particularly for immigration and asylum matters?
Clashing views on enforcement of subsidiarity

In the ongoing work of the Working Groups on subsidiarity and National Parliament, 21 members have advocated for a judicial control of the principle of subsidiarity (Conv 213/02). However, the summaries of the working groups themselves are convening towards an involvement of National Parliaments on the issue of subsidiarity (conv 210/02, conv 219/02). You can find the convention document attached or at www.european-convention.eu.int

