26TH NEWSLETTER 

Youth and Senior Conventions meet

Report on the meetings of the Convention, Thursday 11th and Friday 12th July 2002

Introduction

Today, Friday 12th July, the Youth Convention submitted to the Senior Convention the outcome of 3 days and nights of hard work. In very well presented and prepared speeches, the President and two Vice-Presidents presented a far-reaching report from the Youth Convention, which was only agreed upon in the early hours of the morning today. 

During the meetings of Thursday and Friday, the Senior Convention discussed EU's external action and defence matters. Although most members could agree that the EU should be able to speak with one voice, there were split views on which institution this power should fall under.

The Youth Convention's Federalist Vision 

The report, presented by the three Presidents, contained a Federalist vision on the Future of Europe far more bold and ambitious than any Federalist in the Senior Convention could imagine would be the outcome of the Convention.

The report reads: 

"A fully democratic framework for the Union should be established in form of a federal parliamentary system." (Quote, p.5)

And further:

"We, the young people of Europe, require the European Convention to strive for more democracy, more transparency and more efficiency, in order to reconnect with its citizens. In order to achieve this goal, there have to be fundamental reforms of the nature of the EU. This should lead to a federal Constitution including the Charter of Fundamental Rights and freedoms, a clearer division of competencies and a renewed institutional structure of Europe,…" (Quote, p.7)

Jens-Peter Bonde, EU-critical member of the Convention, criticised the report for being an exact copy of what the European Movement has been working on for 50 years. 

Elmar Brok of the European Parliament Delegation answered that he believed that young people of Europe under stand each other better today than when he first participated in the formation of the Youth Forum in the 1970s.

Other aspects of the report were welcomed more positively; Helle Thorning-Schmidt, Social Democratic member of the Convention, expressed her satisfaction with the Youth Convention's demand to strengthen the role of the European Parliament and to secure that the only residence of the Parliament and its secretariat is Brussels. 

Another demand, which was welcomed by Federalists as well as EU-critics, was to hold EU-wide elections on the outcome of the Convention. 

Finally, the Youth Convention demanded to be consulted on a regular basis during the work of the Convention and to meet for a second session.

This demand was met with an invitation to the three Vice-Presidents to participate in the meetings of the Convention for the remaining period.

Youth Convention link: 

http://european-convention.eu.int/static.asp?lang=EN&content=youth_intro

EU's External Relations

On the issue of the EU's role on the global scene, the Youth Convention report emphasised the responsibilities of the EU towards the third world. The report phrased it:

"Democratisation and sustainable development must be priorities of the European international effort…[…]…, as there can be no global process as long as there will be an economical division between "North and South" of the world."

Some Convention members focused especially on the role of the EU as a balancing power to the US. A Greek member went as far as suggesting the EU as a super power. Another member, Mr. Frendo from Malta phrased it more softly as he wished the EU to become a counter balance to the US, a voice of reasonableness.

Commissioner, Antonio Vitorino presented the idea of the EU as a super power but not a super state. 

British Government representative, Peter Hain intervened in the discussion saying that it would be unrealistic to ever agree on common foreign policy. He encouraged members to be more realistic in their approach.

Finnish member Esko Seppänen and Swedish member Kenneth Kvist expressed their fear of EU as a military power. They believed that foreign policy was precisely a concern for national parliaments. Mr. Kvist advised that this power should remain intergovernmental.

Merging of High Representative and Commissioner on External Relations

As many of the members of the Convention, the Youth Convention stressed the need for the EU to speak with one voice in international affairs. The Youth Convention suggested a single Commissioner for Foreign Affairs to execute common policy.

This proposal was very much in line with proposals heard in the Convention, but one problematic issue was whom this person should be accountable to.

National Parliaments stressed the importance of no country having to participate in military actions against its will and that the person in charge of all Foreign Affairs should be accountable to the National Parliaments. 

Government representative demanded that this person should not function as a Commissioner, not even if he/she were accountable to Council, but as a High Representative, whose competencies should lie under Council itself.

"Youth 2002"

A rather remarkable event, which has taken place in July, has been the Youth 2002 meeting in Denmark with more than 1000 young people from all over Europe. Helle Thorning-Schmidt, a Danish member of the European Parliament, reported from the meeting, which has been arranged as a 2-week seminar.

According to Mrs. Thorning-Schmidt, Youth 2002 has produced a Federalist-minded Constitution for the EU. They propose a 2-chamber system, an elected President of the EU and that the Youth Forum should become an advisory body to the European Parliament. Furthermore, they propose that the right to 1% of legislative initiative should be given to the citizens of Europe.

Youth 2002 link:

http://www.youth2002.org/default.asp

