20th Newsletter

Report on the meetings of the National Parliament Delegation and the European Parliament Delegation

Introduction

The participants of the six working groups have finally been chosen (Please find the list attached). Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the EP Delegation, Mr. Mendez de Vigo and Mr. Hänsch will commence with constitutive meetings tomorrow (Friday) at 13.00.

At both meetings, it was mentioned that out of the 413 NGOs registered for the Civil Forum, most were European rather than national NGOs. Members were advised to encourage their national NGOs to register for the Forum.

European Parliament Delegation

At today's brief meeting of the European Parliament Delegation, especially Mr. Mendez de Vigo, Chairman of the Delegation, raised some interesting issues. One of these issues was the structure of the work of the Convention. He informed the members that the Convention will first take debates in Plenary on specific topics and then let the working groups work through these topics afterwards. Some members found this method rather illogical, as it would be difficult for the Convention as a whole to narrow down relevant issues. 

Several members argued that they wished to discuss the institutional framework of the future EU before having a broad debate. Apparently the Praesidium has chosen to work differently; they wish to have a general debate on the future of EU - the "what" - and then to agree on the institutions - the "how".

Furthermore, the Chairman rejected to agree on a definite schedule for the work of the Convention, as demands for topics of debate change.

Another very relevant issue, which was brought up, was the outcome of the Convention. The Chairman advised that he foresaw three possible solutions: 

· To adopt the draft Constitution of the Florence Institute with amendments.

· To write a completely new basic Treaty including the values, the principles, the institutions and the instruments of the EU.

· To amend the existing Treaties.

It was decided that the meeting of the EP Delegation in Strasbourg next week should deal with this question.

National Parliament Delegation

At the meeting of the National Parliaments' Delegation, the issue of meeting with the Civil Forum was a main concern. Candidate countries, especially, felt underrepresented by the composition of the Civil Forum. These countries should work to find more NGOs to participate in the Forum. 

There was a general satisfaction with the composition of the working groups of the Convention. Only 7 members had not got their first wish. It is up to the working groups themselves to determine how often they wish to meet.

The working groups will be allowed to invite experts to their meetings to help draw up texts.

