18TH NEWSLETTER

Report from the meetings of the Convention on the Future of Europe, 23rd and 24th May 2002 and President Giscard d'Estaing's Press Conference.

Introduction

At request, the President of the Convention, Giscard d'Estaing closed the debates on "carrying out the missions of the EU" and on working groups with a summary of the last two days' meeting. He proved to have listened to the demands and proposals made by the members and acknowledged the need for legislative reform

Institutional and Legislative Reform 

The three-pillar structure of the EU was debated as well as the positively received report by MEP Alain Lamassoure on institutional reform. 

Several members proposed that the 30 different legislative procedures of the EU should be cut down to three to five procedures. This would be a big step forward towards simplifying the legislative procedures and making them more transparent and legible to both professionals and layman.

Many speakers questioned the Commission's monopoly of the right of initiative - there were suggestions that the national parliaments should also have a right of initiative.

Working Group Mandate

Giscard informed confused members that the working groups of the Convention would not write definite proposals for a new Constitution or Treaty. They can only bring forward ideas to the Convention for the final text, which will be summarised and written by the Praesidium Secretariat. 

Press Conference with Giscard d'Estaing, President of the Convention

Even before the meeting of the Convention was over, Giscard d'Estaing held a press conference informing eager journalists that he believed that the outcome of the Convention would definitely be a concrete proposal, in which ever form it might be, on how to make the concept of subsidiarity concrete. Furthermore, he believed that the Convention would be able to define how the EU can act as a legal personality.

Although several members have expressed their deep dissatisfaction with the fact that Giscard speaks of the work of the Convention on his own behalf, he repeated one of his statements from New York this spring, which was that he embraced the idea of having an EU foreign minister.

Topics for the next meeting of the Convention

At the next meeting of the Convention, The Role of National Parliaments and Justice and Home Affairs will be on the agenda. These topics have been emphasised as matters of crucial importance at every Convention Session. Especially the role of national parliaments is of interest to the national parliamentarians. They have to meet face to face with confused and sceptical electorates regularly and feel they need clarification particularly on the division of powers between the EU and the national parliaments. 

Calendar

The Convention will meet on the following dates during 2002: 

6.-7. June and 24.-25. June

11.-12. July 

12.-13. September 

3.-4. October and 28.-29. October, 

7.-8. November 

5.-6. December and 20.-21. December.

