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NO TRANSLATION

Briefing from the meeting of the Convention Presidium, Thursday 14th March 2002

Introduction

In a noteworthy defensive tone, the spokesman of the Convention, Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut answered questions from journalists on today's meeting in the Presidium in Brussels.

The members of the Presidium were to discuss the amendments to the Rules of Procedure, which has become a very controversial topic of discussion both inside and outside the Convention.

Rules of Procedure

Friday 8th March was the deadline to hand in amendments to the Rules of Procedure. Until now, it has not been clear how these amendments would be dealt with. By request, Mr. Meyer-Landrut answered that the amendments will not be distributed officially, but they can be obtained from the Convention Secretariat in the languages in which they were handed in.

The Rules of Procedure, to be approved at the next meeting of the Convention, will be distributed to the members of the Convention in all 11 languages and put on the Convention homepage before the meeting next week. 

One representative of the candidate countries on the Presidium

The spokesperson informed the journalists that one person from the candidate countries would be invited to sit on the Presidium. He was unwilling to answer whether this person would only have observer status.

Translation

Clearly annoyed, Mr. Meyer-Landrut answered journalists interested in the situation for the applicant countries that it would not be possible economically or realistic to translate all documents into all languages. All official documents, proposals, amendments etc. will be available on the Convention homepage in the original languages. He made it quite clear that it is up to both the member states and the applicant countries to finance their own need for translation.

