1st Newsletter 

Report from the first meeting of the Convention

Convention Meetings

The first meeting in the Convention will be held in the European Parliament, Rue Wiertz, 1047 Bruxelles, Thursday 28th February at 2.30 or 3.00 p.m.


Before the meeting an informal lunch will be arranged. The European Parliament's Delegation will host a meeting open to the public on 27th February at 9.30 am.


SOS Democracy has invited members and substitutes sympathetic to our views to a private meeting in Room A1E2 in the European Parliament on February 27th at 6.30 pm and for a dinner at 8.30 pm in the Members Restaurant in the Spinelli Building.

Members

Please find attached our latest updated list of members and substitutes on the Convention. We do not know every member ourselves, particularly not those from the applicant countries. We encourage you to look through the list and let us know immediately, whether there are any of these members, you believe should be invited to our meeting and dinner on the 27th February.


(Members invited to the meeting and dinner will receive a list of others invitees)


Substitute members will have full rights on the Convention. If a substitute has not been appointed in your country yet, fight to get a good one!

Budget

The Budgetary Committee of the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission have agreed on a budget for the Convention.
The budget is attached to this newsletter and you will find that it includes total costs of more than 10 million Euros.


The Budgetary Control Committee of the European Parliament is not satisfied with the discharge procedure as discharge will be funded by COREPER - the Permanent Representatives of the Member States in Brussels. 


The foreseen procedure means that instructed civil servants will approve costs held by their own instructors. We could protest against this procedure and demand that the elected members of parliaments should approve the budget and give discharge.

Civil Forum

Virgilio Dastoli, the former Secretary General of the European Movement is in charge of organising the Civil Forum for the Convention.


We have asked to have a person from the EU critical movements on this Forum. 


Mendez de Vigo, the Chair of the European Parliament's Delegation, has accepted that all EU critical movements participate in the Forum and they will be invited to do so.


Contrary to this, the national offices of the European Parliament have proposed a very single-minded list of participants. Please find the list attached. 

Posts

There is not one single EU critical member of the Task Force of the European Parliament nor in the Presidium or in the Secretariat. We could call for observers and insist that at least one person with EU critical views be appointed for the Secretariat.

Assistants

We will ask you to give us e-mail addresses and fax numbers for all the people who assist you with the work on the Convention, so that we can deliver newsletters and detailed information to these people directly.

EUObserver.com

This daily electronic news service will receive all relevant documents from us. On this homepage, you can find - and download - the documents you find relevant. You can also search all documents at once in their advanced system.

Please find a summary of the latest meeting in the European Parliament's Delegation attached.
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